
0 It09lZ0LI nED 15t 50 FA:t {05252104C Plr$nad Psranthood fitslr! 9008/009

I,IARffi

To: itontana Scnfic

From: Sterre McKehry

Re: HB 456- relative to PpMT

My name is Steve McKetvy. I am a counselor at Laurpl Middfe School. We provide a Teen Awareness
prqram for 8h graders each year beforc theV tnnshion to the high school. I believe knowledge is power
and ensbles the Indlvidualto mnke better cholces. Our progranr is preventatlve and informational in
nature, Topics coverud arc: Apprentimshipr, Heahh Careers, Canccr-9tln and Tobacm, Self Defense,

cyber Bullyiilg-TechnohgyAbuse, Teon Dating-Healthy Relationshlps, CPR-Heimlich Manewer, and

Teen Pregiuncy-STts.

The Teen Pregnancy and SexuallyTnnsmlttcd Infectfom program has been pruvirhd by PPMT. They
have been very "letcl orlentef with their program content as it rclates to f graders. The reality is that
toda/s teens are, through varlous furms of the media and consumer adveftizinB exposed to a variety of
behaviors and expcrbnoes of a ssual nature, The rrality is that devebpmentillly, teem eru inclined to
experiment and try new thirys as they Erow up. Inherent in thlr is trial and somstimes error.

I think PPMT has been very e'fhctit H in delfuering a simple messaBe. Sexual behaviors occur with teens.
There are consequemes connected tothese behavion Pregnancy and inhctionsard disease arc the
most serious. the long-term effects of pregnancy err covered, monetary and pemonrl commitment end
responsibility, The efhcts of unprotected sex ane overed as infections are shown to become
widespmad. Ahernatirm are Htsented with abstinence being the obrdous choice forteens- The use d
protection ir also correred to pre.vent pregnancy and infectionr_

I feel the presenterc hrw always done a simple but cfhcthre job, prwiding a cfuar, Fmptete messrye
fortle studen$, fortheirmaturlty and dadopmental leveh. rhey have always been wetl reefued. I

think the informrtion can only help them make better firture choices. I will continrre to have them be
part of ourTeen Aunrcness reram

Sincerely, Steve McKelvy


